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If you are learning English at school and your knowledge of English is already good enough 

for many everyday situations, then Cambridge English: First for Schools is the right exam for 

you. The topics and content are specially designed for school students, and it is ideal as a 

qualification if, in the future, you would like to study or work abroad or to develop a career 

which requires English. 

Cambridge English: First for Schools follows the same format and level as the Cambridge English: 

First exam. It is an upper-intermediate-level Cambridge English exam, at Level B2 of the 

Council of Europe’s Common European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR). This 

means that if you pass Cambridge English: First for Schools, your level of English is good enough 

to be of practical use in many types of situation. Successful Cambridge English: First for Schools 

candidates can deal with speaking and writing in many everyday and real-life work situations, 

can understand some simple articles and school textbooks and have English language skills 

that can be used towards higher-level qualifications.

Develop good communication skills
• Cambridge English exams cover all four language skills – listening, speaking, reading and 

writing – as well as testing your use of grammar and vocabulary. They include a range of 

different types of question which test how well you can use English, so that you develop 

the full range of skills you need to communicate well in a variety of situations.

A world of opportunity
• Thousands of universities and employers around the world recognise Cambridge English 

examinations, so a Cambridge English exam is a valuable qualification to have when you 

need to provide evidence of your level of English when you apply for a place to study or for 

a job.

Quality you can trust
• We carefully test all our questions before we put them into an examination. This makes 

sure that they are fair, at the right level, that the content is suitable for all candidates and 

that you have enough time to answer them. You can therefore be sure that your result is a 

true measure of your level of English.

University of Cambridge ESOL Examinations (Cambridge ESOL) offers the world’s leading 

range of qualifications for learners and teachers of English. More than 3 million people in over 

130 countries take Cambridge ESOL exams each year.

Why take
Cambridge English: 
First for Schools?

Why take a
Cambridge
English exam?
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This booklet is a brief introduction to Cambridge English: First for Schools. We show examples 

from each part of the exam, but in some cases we do not show the full text or all the 

questions. You can find more detailed information about the exam, as well as a full Cambridge 

English: First for Schools sample paper, on our Candidate Support website at: 

www.candidates.CambridgeESOL.org

Content Time allowed Marks (% of total) 

Paper 1: Reading 3 parts/30 questions 1 hour 20%

Paper 2: Writing 2 parts: 

Part 1 – one compulsory 

question

Part 2 – one from a 

choice of four questions

1 hour 20 minutes 20%

Paper 3: Use of English 4 parts/42 questions 45 minutes 20%

Paper 4: Listening 4 parts/30 questions 40 minutes (approx.) 20%

Paper 5: Speaking 4 parts 14 minutes per pair of 

candidates

20%

What does
Cambridge English: 
First for Schools
involve?
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Part 1

In this part of the Reading paper you have to read a text carefully and answer some questions. 

The questions are multiple choice, each with four options (A, B, C or D) and they follow the 

same order as the information in the text. 

In the example below we show you an extract from a novel and some of the questions from a 

typical exam paper. Read the text and try to answer the questions (1–3). In the exam, the text 

is longer and in this example there are five more questions like the ones below.

Paper 1: 
Reading

Time: 1 hour
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Part 2

In Part 2, you have to read a text from which seven sentences or paragraphs have been 

removed. After the text you will find some sentences or paragraphs and you have to choose 

one of them to fit each space. There is one option which does not fit any of the spaces.

In the example below, there is part of an article about some animals which appeared in a TV 

documentary. Four sentences are missing. Read the sentences after the text (A–E) and try to 

decide which sentence best fits each gap (9–12). There is one extra sentence which you don’t 

need to use. In the exam, the text is longer and there are three more gaps and three more 

sentences.
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Part 3

In Part 3, you have to read either one long text or up to six shorter texts. There will also be 

15 questions. You have to look through the text(s) and decide which of them match each 

question. There may be two or more ‘matches’ for each question.

In the example below, you have to read part of a newspaper article about young pop stars. For 

each of the questions (16–20), you have to choose which information about each pop star 

(A–C) matches the question. In the exam, the text will be longer and there will be 10 more 

questions like the ones below to match.
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Part 1 – Compulsory Task

For this part of the Writing paper, you have to write either a letter or an email based on some 

input material. The input material will be a letter or an email with notes. You have to write 

120–150 words.

In the example below, you have received an email from your English-speaking friend, Alex, 

who you are going to stay with for the weekend. You have to read Alex’s email and the notes 

you have made and write an email to reply to Alex. Remember when you write that you 

should use all your notes.

Paper 2: 
Writing

Time: 1 hour 20 minutes
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Part 2

In Part 2, you can choose one of the five options. These may be an essay, a letter, an article, a 

report, a review, or a short story. The last question in Part 2 is a choice of two options based 

on the list of set books. You can find this list at 

www.CambridgeESOL.org/exams/timetables/2011/fce-schools.html 

You should write 120–180 words for Part 2.

In the example below, you can choose to write an article, a story or an essay (Questions 2–4). 

If you prefer to write about one of the set books you have read, you should look at Question 5. 

In this paper 5 (a) is an article and 5 (b) is an essay.
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Part 1

In Part 1 you have a text to read in which there are 12 numbered gaps (plus one gap as an 

example). Each gap represents a missing word or phrase. For each gap, there are four possible 

answers (A, B, C or D) and you have to choose which word or phrase fills the gap correctly. 

Sometimes you have to choose between words with a similar meaning. 

Below you have the first part of a text about an internet bus in the USA. The correct answer 

for the example (0) is ‘surround’. For each of the numbered gaps (1–8) you have four choices 

(A, B, C or D). In the exam, the text is longer and there are four more questions like the ones 

in the example below.

Paper 3: 
Use of English

Time: 45 minutes
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Part 2

In Part 2 there is a text with 12 numbered gaps and you have to think of a single word which 

will fill each gap correctly.

The example below shows the first part of a text called ‘Young enterprise’. The first gap (0) is 

an example and the answer was ‘the’. Read the rest of the text and try to find the right 

answers for questions 13–18. In the exam, the text is longer and there are six more gaps like 

the ones in the example below.
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Part 3

In Part 3 there is a text with 10 gaps. There is also one line at the beginning with a gap we 

have filled in for you to show you what you have to do. At the end of the line, separated from 

the text, is a word in capital letters. Use this word to make a new word which fills the gap to 

complete the sentence correctly.

The example below is part of a text about a skyscraper design. For the first gap, we give you 

the answer: COMPETE becomes ‘competition’. Read the text and try to find the correct words 

for the other gaps (25–28). In the exam, the text is longer and there are six more gaps like the 

ones in the example below.
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Part 4

In Part 4, you have to rewrite a sentence so that the meaning is the same, but using different 

words. There are eight sentences for you to rewrite in this way. Each sentence is followed by 

a ‘key word’ and a second sentence with a gap in the middle. You have to use the ‘key word’ 

to complete the second sentence so that it means the same as the first one. You must use 

between two and five words, including the word that has been given to you. You must not 

change the word given. 

Below we give you five questions from Part 4. In the exam there are three more questions like 

these.
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Part 1

In Part 1, you hear eight short recordings of people talking in different situations. For each 

recording, you have a question with three possible answers. You have to choose the right 

answer (A, B or C).

Below we show you three typical questions from this part of the paper. In the exam, there are 

five more questions and recordings like these.

.

Paper 4: 
Listening

Time: 40 minutes (approx.) 
You hear all the recordings twice in the 

exam.

If you have access to the internet, you can 

find the recordings for the tasks below on 

the Cambridge ESOL Candidate Support 

website at:

www.candidates.CambridgeESOL.org
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Part 2

In this part of the paper, you have to listen for specific words or phrases in one longer 

recording. You have to complete sentences which have gaps in them.

In the example below you listen to an interview with a young tap-dancer called Jodie 

Markfield. You have to listen for the missing words and write them in the gaps (9–12). In the 

exam, there will be six more sentences like this with gaps to fill. You need one to three words 

(or a number) for each gap.
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Part 3

In Part 3, you hear five short recordings of five different speakers. The recordings are all 

connected in some way – for example by the topic the speakers are talking about (e.g. 

travel), or the function of their speech (e.g. asking for information). You then have to match a 

statement or opinion to each speaker.

In the example below, you listen to five different people talking about the sporting activities 

they do. You have to listen to the recordings and choose what each speaker (Speakers 1–5) 

likes most about their sport (A–F). 
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Part 4

In Part 4 of the test, you have to listen for opinions, attitudes and main ideas from a longer 

text. You have to listen to the recording and then answer seven questions. Each question has 

three possible answers (A, B or C) and you have to choose the correct one.

In the example below, you listen to a recording of an interview with a young man called Mark 

Sharp who took part in something called ‘The Iron Age Project’. For each question (24–26) 

you have to choose the correct answer (A, B or C). In the real exam, there are four more 

questions like the ones below. 
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Part 1 – Interview

In this first part of the Speaking test, the examiner will ask you questions about topics such as 

everyday life, holidays, school, etc. and you will be expected to talk about yourselves and give 

your opinions.

Part 2 – Long turn

In this part of the test you have to speak for 1 minute without interruption. The examiner will 

give you two colour photographs and you have to compare them and talk about your reaction 

to them. Your partner will get a different set of photographs and has to do the same thing. 

When each of you has finished speaking, the other will need to answer a question on the topic 

of the photographs (for about 20 seconds).

Have a look at the two photographs on the next page which show people visiting different 

museums. Try to think of things you could say to compare them. In this example, the 

examiner asked the following question: ‘What might the people find interesting about visiting 

these different museums?’ 

Paper 5: 
Speaking

Time: 14 minutes per pair of 
candidates
You will take the Speaking test together with 

another candidate, or possibly in a group of 

three. There will also be two examiners in 

the room. One of the examiners will talk to 

you, and the other will just listen. 
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Part 3 – Collaborative Task

This part tests your ability to take part in a discussion. You have to work with the other 

candidate to carry out a task based on some pictures which the examiner will give you. You 

have to talk together for about 3 minutes. 

In the example below, you have to look at some pictures of different activities that students 

often do during their school day. You have to discuss with the other candidate why it might be 

important to do these different activities at school. Then you should decide which two 

activities are not important for students to do at school.  
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Part 4 – Discussion

In this part of the test you have to take part in a discussion with the other candidate related to 

the topic of the task you did in Part 3. The examiner will ask you both some questions.

After the school activities task in Part 3, candidates had to answer questions like:

•  What do you think is the best thing about school life? (Why?)

•  Do you think we learn more in school or outside school? (Why?/Why not?

This part of the test lasts 4 minutes, so to perform well you will need to practice giving full 

answers, starting a discussion and keeping a discussion going with another student.
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Preparing for 
Cambridge English: 
First for Schools

If you would like more practice material to help you prepare for the Cambridge English: First for 

Schools exam, Cambridge ESOL offers a variety of printed and online support. 

Top Tips is a handy revision guide which provides detailed advice and support as well as some 

general tips to help you perform at your best in the test. A book gives examples and tips for 

each part of the exam, and a CD-ROM is included with a complete exam to try, recordings 

for the Listening paper, questions and sample answers for the Writing paper, and a video of 

a Speaking test. The types of questions and tasks in Cambridge English: First for Schools are the 

same as those for the Cambridge English: First (FCE) exam, so Top Tips for FCE may be helpful 

when you are preparing for Cambridge English: First for Schools. To find information visit the Top 

Tips page of the Cambridge ESOL website: 

www.CambridgeESOL.org/tips

A Candidate Support website has been created specially for students who are preparing to 

take a Cambridge ESOL exam. You can access the site at: 

www.candidates.CambridgeESOL.org 

Keep checking the Candidate Support site for news of more printed and online support for 

Cambridge English: First for Schools.

Next steps We wish you every success in taking Cambridge English: First for Schools and we hope that you 

will take other Cambridge ESOL exams in future. Cambridge English: Advanced, commonly 

known as Certificate in Advanced English (CAE), is the next level of the Cambridge exams. You 

can find more information about Cambridge English: Advanced on our website at:

www.CambridgeESOL.org/Advanced
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