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Talk to your partner:

1. How much time do you spend 
preparing lessons?

2. How often do you get students to help 
you prepare materials for your lessons?

3. What are the advantages of getting 
students to help you with lesson prep? 
What are the disadvantages ?



Idea #1: Board Games

• Steal the template from your favourite game.

• Get students to plan before they create.

• Not every game has to be the same .

• Teach the functional language they’ll need to 
play the game properly.

• Swap games between teams and classes.



Junior 2B
A 3D board game to 
practise past simple 
questions and answers.



Idea #2: Surveys 

• Pick your format based on age, not level.

• Choose a genuine context and questions.

• Decide whether to provide a template .

• Provide models and planning time.

• Push for creativity and ambition.

• Plan a follow -up task.



PET

A survey about travel experiences made by intermediate-
level students at the local university.



Idea #3: Dictations

• Provide clear models .

• Raise the level of challenge slowly.

• Ask fast finishers for the next idea.

• Let students generate the whole thing.

• Use “reverse” dictation as a follow-up.





Idea #4: Revision Tools

• Make your own flashcards .

• Maintain a class Quizlet .

• Photocopy word searches, crosswords 
and anagrams for future fast finishers. 
(Answers on the back for quick feedback.)

• Make Taboo cards for future revision
lessons or progress tests.





Idea #5: Use what they know! 

• Decide on a genuine final product.

• Brainstorm around topics that students 
know well or think about a lot.

• Agree on structure as a group.

• Keep the final product to use for 
receptive material or error correction.

• Compare with authentic examples.



Teens: Senior 2, Bridge and Vinci B2
Compiling class contracts on Padlet, writing a travel guide, and Tweeting.



PET Speaking Part 2
Students chose desert island items. I created a 
worksheet based on the errors they made.



… but how does 
all of this fit into 
my teaching?


